

& £ 


: 


VV ESA810BRAS23 t S 

RR RUE S3 A 

DE RUEHC 8352/1 2021337 
ZNY SSSSS ZZH 

R 201327Z, JUL__7,6 »^ 

FM SE-CSTATE WASHDC 





ftsrw 


U'iiS j)!y 






TO ALL AMERICAN REPUBLIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS 

RUDKFD Q /AMEMBASSY LISBON 4147 

RUDKSNQ/AMEM3ASSY OSLO 1194 

RUFNPS/iiMEMBASSY PARIS 0510 

RUFHRC/AMEMBASSY ROME 0044 1 

RUDKFMQ/AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 5 SI 3 

INFO , ,RULPALJ/USCINCSO- ; 

3T 


SECRET 


STATE 173352 


TO 

AC! 

INF 

TO 

ACT 

INF 

AMS 



DAO 



DCM 4 



l GATT 





\ 

OF: A 



poi i 

r A 

La 

FAS 


V 

ECO M t 

** 

% 

' AID 



eo! /n 


jr 

MILGP 

1 


rO 9 



P£ -t 



ADM 



/©SO 





_ II 

i B Ah F 



"Vi 



c-tln 


J 

"Sir 



rF 




T 


£ - 





E.O. 1 1652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: PINS, AR, BL, Cl, PA, UY, BR 

SUBJECT: SOUTH A MERICA : S OUTHERN COME SECURITY PRACTICES 

NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS/NOT RELEASABL£"TO 
CONTRACTORS OR CONTRACTOR-CONSULTANTS/WARNING NOTI'CE — 
SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METY3DS INVOLVED /; 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF I NR REPORT NO. 526, DATED 
JULY 19, 1976. 
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2. RECENT ATTACKS ON LEFTIST EXILES IN ARGENTINA RAISE 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SECURITY PRACTICES OF THE SOUTHERN 
CONE NATIONS: ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, CHILE, PARAGUAY, 
AND URUGUAY. 

GOKA>—WHAT DEGREE OF COOPERATION EXISTS AMONG SOUTHERN CONE 
SECURITY FORCES? 

(B)--DO THESE SECURITY FORCES ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE OR 
PASSIVELY ACQUIESCE IN A PROGRAM TO EXECUTE POLITICAL 
EXILES WHO OPPOSE ANY OF THE GOVERNMENTS INVOLVED? 

3. THE FACT THAT SOUTHERN COME GOVERNMENTS ARE ALL CON¬ 
SERVATIVE MILITARY REGIMES, NONE OF WHICH HAS AN EXEMPLARY 

RECORD ON HUMAN RIGHTS, INVITES SPECULATION CONCERNING THE 
EXISTENCE OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL ASSASSINATION PLOT. THE 
EVIDENCE SUPPORTING SUCH SPECULATION IS SCANTY, HOWEVER, 

AND IT IS EQUALLY POSSIBLE THAT AT LEAST SOME OF THE 
EXILES’ PROBLEMS ARE TRACEABLE, TO EXCLUSIVELY ARGENTINE 
FACTORS. 
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4. ARGENTINE SETTING. IN REGENT MONTHS, ARGENTINA HAS 
BECOME A LESS ATTRACTIVE HAVEN FOR LEFTIST EXILES THAN IT 
WAS BEFORE THE MARCH 24 MILITARY COUP, WHICH ELEVATED 
GENERAL VIDELA TO THE PRESIDENCY. AFTER THE PERONISTS 
RESUMED POWER IN MAY 1973, OPPONENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE 
MILITARY GOVERNMENTS ON ARGENTINA’S BORDERS, AND ESPE¬ 
CIALLY PRO-ALLENDE CHILEANS, SWELLED THE REFUGEES' ROLES 
IN ARGENTINA. SINCE THE COUP, HOWEVER, ARGENTINA HAS BEEN 
GOVERNED BY CONSERVATIVE OFFICERS BENT UPON ERADICATING 
THE SUBVERSIVE THREAT", AND EXILES HAVE BEEN VICTIMIZED BY 
A TRI-CORNERED BATTLE AMONG SECURITY PERSONNEL, LEFTISTS, 
AND RIGHT-WING ASSASSINS. IN THE MOST PUBLICIZED 
INCIDENTS: , 

(A) --ON MAY 21, ZELMAR;MICHEL INI AND LUIS HECTOR GUTIERREZ 
RUIZ, EX-PARLIAMENTARIANS FROM URUGUAY, WERE FOUND 
MURDERED. 

(B) --ON JUNE 4, THE SLAIN 30DY OF EX-BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT 
JUAN JOSE TORRES WAS DISCOVERED. 

(C) --ON JUNE 11, 24 CHILEAN AND URUGUAYAN REFUGEES WERE 
KIDNAPPED EN MASSE AND LATER RELEASED AFTER INTER¬ 
ROGATIONS ACCOMPANIED BY BEATINGS AND)) THREATS. 


5. FEAR APPROACHING PANIC SWEPT THE EXILE COMMUNITY IN THE 
WAKE OF THESE INCIDENTS, AND ONE UNHCR (UNITED NATIONS HIGHfs 
COMM ISS I.ONER FOR REFUGEES) SOURCE ESTIMATED THAT ABOUT * 

1,003 CHILEANS AND PERHAPS 400 OTHER EXILES WERE IN 
IMMEDIATE DANGER EITHER FROM ARGENTINE SECURITY FORCES OR 
FROM RIGHT-WING EXTREMISTS IN ARGENTINA OR IN THEIR HOME 
COUNTRIES. 


THEIR HOME 



6._ VICTIMS OF ARGENTINE CIRCUMSTANCES. THE FACT THAT 
THs.SE EVENTS ARE OCCURRING IN ARGENTINA AND NOT ELSEWHERE 
IN THE SOUTHERN CONE LENDS CREDENCE TO THE IDEA THAT THEIR 
ORIGINS LIE IN A UNIQUELY ARGENTINE SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES 
RATHER THAN IN AN S.LABORATE INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY. 

GIVEN THE TtNSE AND VOLATILE SECURITY ENVIRONMENT THAT HAS 
EXISTED SINCE; THE COUP, EXILES-. CAN BECOME VICTIMS FOR A 
NUMBER OF REASONS: 


THE FACT THAT 
AND NOT ELSEWHERE 


(A)--OPERATIONAL INVOLVEMENT WITH ONE OF 
TERRORIST GROUPS; 


ARGENTINA'S 


(3)--PAST ASSOCIATION WITH FOREIGN AND/OR ARGENTINE LEFT- 
I ST GROUPS, A FACT THAT IN AND OF ITSELF IS SUFFICIENT 
CAUSE FOR DEATH IN THE EYES OF FANATICAL ARGENTINE RIGHT¬ 
WINGERS: THIS MAY HAVE BEEN THE "CRIME" OF MICHELINI, 
GUTIERREZ RUIZ, AND TORRES; 
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J EXILES INTO FLEEING ARGENTINA, WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN THE 
INTENT BEHIND THE MASS KIDNAPPING ON JUNE 11; 'AND 

(D)--ATTEMPTS BY SO-CALLED HARDLINERS TO INTENSIFY THE 
ANTI SUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN, WHICH THEY BELIEVE THE VI DEL A 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT PURSUING VIGOROUSLY ENOUGH. FOR THOSE 
WHO HOLD THIS VIEW, THE ASSASSINATION OF EXILES WOULD 
SERVE A DUAL PURPOSE--ELIMINATING ALLEGED SECURITY THREATS 


AND UNDERMINING 
PRESSURE ON THE 


THE VI DEL A GOVERNMENT BY EXPOSING IT TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE.' 


7. ARGENTINE SECURITY FORCES IMPLICATED. OFFICIAL ARGEN¬ 
TINE-SECURITY PERSONNEL ARE CLEARLY INVOLVED IN THE ANTI- 
SXILE ACTIVITIES, ALTHOUGH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ASSESS IN 
WHAT NUMBERS OR AT WHAT LEVEL OF COMMAND. AN OPERATION ■ 
LIKE THE MASS KIDNAPPING OF REFUGEES COULD NOT HAV* BEEN 
EXECUTED WITHOUT POLICE AND/OR MILITARY CONNIVANCE. 
PRESIDENT.VIDE--LA DOES NOT CONDONE OR ENCOURAGE THESE 
ACTIONS, BUT NEITHER DOES HE APPEAR CAPABLE OF HALTING 
THEM. 


8. INTERGO VERNMS NTAL COOFERaTION. SOUTHERN GONE SECURITY 
FORCES UNDOUBTEDLY 00 OR D I NATE THEIR COUNTERTERRORIST 
EFFORTS INSOFAR AS INFORMAT KM EXCHANGES ARE CONCERNED, 

AND ARGENTINA AND BRAZIL MAY PROVIDE LIMITED TRAINING AND 
ADVISORY aRVICE TO THEIR SMALLER NEIGHBORS. OVER TWO 
YEARS AHO, SICURITY 0 FFICIALS FROM ALL THE SOUTHERN CONE 
COUNTRIES EXCEPT BRAZIL MET IN BUENOS AIRES AND REPORTEDLY 
FORMALIZED ARRANGEMENTS TO FACILITATE INFORMATION EXCHANGES 
AND THE MOVEMENT OF $ CUR IT Y OFFICIALS ON GOVERNMENT 
BUSINESS. 

9. OOOFERATION OF THIS NATURE IS LOG ICAL s 

(A) --ALL THE SOUTHERN CONE GOVERNMENTS CONSIDER THEMS-LVES 
TARGETS OF INTERNATIONAL LEFTIST SUBVERSION; 

(B) --IRREFUTABLE EVIDENCE SHOWS THAT TERRORISTS MOVE BACK 
AND FORTH ACROSS SOUTHERN CD NE BORDERS; AND 


(C)--TERROR I STS BASED IN BOLIVIA ELN), URUGUAY CTUPA- 
MARO S) , CHILE (MIR), AND ARGENTINA (ERR) aRE FORMALLY, IF 
30 MEWHAT INEFFECTUALLY , ORGANIZED IN T HE REVOL UT ID MARY 
COORD INATIN3 JUNTA (J CR) . THE J CR IS PRIMARILY A CREATURE 
OF THE ERP ; AND ACCORDING TO AVAILABLE INFORMATION, IT HAS 
NOT SFONSDRED ANY MAJOR SOUTHERN CONE OPERATIONS. J CR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN WESTERN E URO PE PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO 
CO HORTS TEMPORARILY RESIDING THERE AND PUBLISH PROPAGANDA 
AGAINST SOUTHERN CONE GO VERNMENTS. 
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10o IN EARLWUNE OF THIS YEAR , REPRESENTATIVE S-OF THE 
INTELLIGENCE SERVICES OF ARGENTINA , BOLIVIA , CHILE, PARA¬ 
GUAY, AND URUGUAY MET AGAIN, IN SANTIAGO, WITH BRAZILIAN 
OBSERVERS PRESENT , TO FIRTHER ORGANIZE LONG-RANGE COOPERA' 
TDN AMONG THE PaRT ICIPaT ING COUNTRIES. THE FOLLOW ING 
DECISD NS WERE MADE S 

(A)--AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMPUTERIZED DATA BA NK 0 F INFOR¬ 
MATION ON KNOWN AND SUSPECTED SUBVERSIVES W ILL-BE 
ESTABLISHED IN SA NT IAG(0 ? 


<B)—BRAZIL WILL BECOME A FULL-FLEDGED 
GRO UP; .AND .. * 


MEMBER OF THE 


CC> —ARGENTINA , CHILE , AND IR U3 UA Y WILL COOPERATE COVERTLY 
AGAINST THE ACTIVITIES OF THE J CR IN PARIS. 

11. EVIDENCE THAT COOPERATION AMONG THE SECURITY FORCES 


EXTEND S TO 90 ME 
aUSIVE AT BEST 


SORT OF "1URDER, INC." IS, HOWEVER, INCON- 


<A )--T HE 24 EXILES KIDNAPPED ON 
RECOGNIZED CLEAN AND LR IG UA Ya N 
INTERROGATORS. 


JUNE 11 INSIST THAT THEY 
NATIONALS AMONG THEIR 


<8 0--EDG ARDO E NR IG IE Z , A HIGH-LEVEL LEADER OF THE CHILEAN 
MIR WHO REPORTEDLY WAS CAPTIRED IN ARGENTINA IN LATE' MARCH 

or early april, may have been turned over to and subse¬ 
quently KILLED BY CHILEANS. 

(C)--A RELIABLE BRAZILIAN SOURCE HAS DESCRIBED A BRAZIL- 
ARGENTINA AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH THE TWO COUNTRIES HUNT 
AND ELIMINATE TERROR I STS ATTEMPT ING TO FLEE ARGENT INA FOR 
BRAZIL. BRAZILIAN AND ARGE NT INE N VIL ITA R Y UNITS REPORTEDL Y 

have operated jointly aid inside each other’s border when 

NE CE SSAR Y. 


<do~ despite ro inted go a denials, 

SIST TO THE EFFECT THAT ARGENTINE 


PlBL I SHED CHARGES PER 
AUT HORITIES ARE 


R)R CIBL Y REPATRIATING POLITICAL EXILES, 


, BALANCE * THE EVIDENCE DOES NOT CONCLUSIVELY ESTAB¬ 

LISH THE EXISTENCE OF FORMAL, HIGH-LEVEL COORDINATION 
AMONG SOUTHERN CONE SECURITY FORCES FOR THE EXPRESS PUR- 

fv™ ° t^-ia t 1 rrm d"d EXILES * IT WRONGLY SUGGESTS, HOW- 

EVER , THAT COO PlRAT ID N DOES 0 CCIR 0 N AT LEA ST A LOCAL IZED 

A tS ) tmS C)RTUN . ISTIC BASIS ’ PARTICULARLY in BORDER AREAS AND 
IN INSTANCES INVOLVING THE CA PT U2FL JO SL ST LEADERSMM 
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